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This update highlights the escalating threat of criminal violence in the B8 0.‘»\-‘“ Umuahia
Niger Delta, with a particular focus on Imo State. Data indicates a rise 63 Umudike
in criminal activities and targeted killings perpetrated by armed : Obinze Nekede

gangs in the state. This trend underscores the urgent need for coordi- '
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nated, proactive strategies to prevent and mitigate these threats. \.} 4

?‘ Trenasand HOtSPOtS of Criminal Violene Heat Map shows the concentration of fatalities caused by criminal violence
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and targeted killings in Imo from January 2022 to December 2025. Sources:
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. :8L|iuwe @—p» Gunmen reportedly ambushed and killed a
0 yC traditional ruler and five others in Ochia, Ohaji/
2022 2023 2024 2025 - © Egbema Local Government Area (LGA).
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics - A male Point-of-Sale (PoS) operator was re-
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o portedly shot dead by gunmen in the World
If the rising wave of criminal violence and targeted killings in Imo < Bank area of Owerri West LGA.
State is not addressed, it could intensify, increasing public fear and 8
eroding trust in security institutions. Continued attacks may further > February 09, 2026
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destabilize communities and disrupt socio-economic activities. 5 Gunmen, reportedly linked to separatist mili-
®© tias, killed a man and abducted two others in a
. are . . - forested area of Okigwe LGA
Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation :
Security agencies have intensified efforts to curb criminal violence January 30, 2026
through targeted patrols and coordinated operations. In parallel, —_— . .
it lead i ith | ¢ h The woman leader of a major political party
community leaders are working with law enforcement to strengthen and a man were reportedly attacked and killed
intelligence gathering and enhance response effectiveness. v by gunmen in Amosu Umulolo, Okigwe LGA.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-
lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a
network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System
Inquiries: £ PINDfoundation.org Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454 warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

