L
Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Enhancing Disease Surveillance and
Emergency Preparedness

This update highlights the urgent need to strengthen emergency
preparedness and disease surveillance in the Niger Delta, following
recent outbreaks of Lassa fever and diphtheria in Ondo, Edo, and Imo
States. These outbreaks risk overwhelming health facilities and pose
serious threats to public health and economic development.
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

The spread of Lassa fever and diphtheria could overwhelm
healthcare facilities and worsen existing health challenges in the
region. Without timely containment and improved surveillance, ris-
ing infection rates may trigger unrest and escalate conflict dynamics.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Health authorities have activated emergency response mechanisms,
placed healthcare facilities on high alert, and intensified disease sur-
veillance efforts. However, there is an urgent need to deepen public
campaigns to raise awareness and promote preventive measures.
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Heat Map shows geographical concentration of infectious disease outbreaks
in the Niger Delta from January 2021 - May 2025. Sources: All data sources
formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org
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Timeline of Recent Disease Out-

breaks in the Niger Delta

June 14, 2025

In Imo State, a recent diphtheria outbreak has
reportedly claimed the lives of three pupils in
Obibi and lhiteowere communities, Orlu LGA.

June 13, 2025

Data from Nigeria Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC), shows that Ondo State accounted for
the highest Lassa fever-related deaths.

— June 2025

June 09, 2025

In Edo State, two individuals reportedly died
from diphtheria at the University of Benin
Teaching Hospital in Ovia North East LGA.

March

March 01, 2025

In Ondo State, a 31-year-old physician report-
edly died of Lassa fever after returning from an
v overseas trip.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-

lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a

network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454

What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 080 9936 2222/0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform
https://ncdc.gov.ng/diseases/sitreps/?cat=5&name=An%20update%20of%20Lassa%20fever%20outbreak%20in%20Nigeria

